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indignation throughout the country. Newspapers and publicists of all
shades of opinion gave expression to their feelings of resentment at
the tactics which had succeeded in overthrowing the one man who
had made the Bombay Corporation what it was, a model, despite all
its faults, of local self-government in India. The Madras Standard
observed that if the city of Bombay was so good a place to live in,
and its municipal administration so efficient, it was in the main doe
to the patriotic labours of Pherozeshah. The Indian Patriot pointed
out that his connection with the Corporation had raised it in the
estimation of the public, and it was easy to realize that without him
it would sink into insignificance, if it did not bring itself into con-
tempt. These opinions reflected the sense of the whole country. If
the Harrison-Fraser clique imagined that it had dealt an irreparable
blow to the prestige of the dictator, a rude awakening awaited it. He
was never more popular than in the hour of his defeat. Conserva-
tives who distrusted and disliked him, nationalists who had grown to
fear and hate him, alike poured out their sympathy and admiration.
A movement was started to raise a statue to him, and a large sum
was subscribed, but as on previous occasions, the idea had to be
abandoned out of deference to Pherozeshah's wishes.
The defeat of Pherozeshah at the poll was temporary. One of the
Caucus candidates, Mr. Suleman Abdul Wahed, by reason of his
having contracts with the municipality was disqualified, and Phe-
rozeshah as next on the list stepped into the place. Room had also
in the meantime been made for him by Mr. Dikstiit, one of his
devoted lieutenants in the Corporation and the Council, who, out of
a touching loyalty to his chief, had promptly refused to accept the
seat in the Girgaum Ward to which he had been elected. This had
provided an avenue through which Pherozeshah had walked in.
When Mr. Wahed's election was invalidated, however, Pherozeshah
resigned from the Girgaum Ward, and enabled Mr. Dikshit to rejoin
the Corporation from which, with rare self-abnegation, he had
chosen to retire.
The election was not allowed to pass unchallenged. A petitiao
was filed in the Small Causes Court by Sir Bhalchandm Krishna aad
Messrs. H. A. Wadya and J. B. Petit to set it aside on the ground of
its not having been a free and fair one, and on account of objections
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